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To this the "French nrinter" replied that he could
mark the edges of the coins with letters by two different
methods, one of which was " ancient" and known to
several, and was " long in doing," and, as he admitted,
could not be used on thin pieces. The other way, he
says, is a " particular invention found out by ine, and no
man but I can doe it."

Blondeau declared further that the specimens of his
rival were made by the first way, which was that of the
virole Irisee, known and used a hundred years before.
What, then, was his own method of producing the
inscribed edges ? In this inquiry very little aid is to
be obtained from Blondeau's memoranda addressed to
the Government on the subject, and printed in 1653
with replies by the moneyers. The Frenchman is
careful to guard his secret by using vague and ambiguous
terms in his documents, but some evidence on the
subject may be gathered from collating his various
remarks.

Now, an inscribed edge must be produced either
simultaneously with the obverse and reverse impressions,
or by a separate operation. I believe Blondeau's
lettered edges were produced in the former manner. He
stated that the money coined after his way would be
" marked on both sides and upon the brims [i.e. edges],"
while he also declared it to be impossible by the hammer
process " to mark all the pieces at one stroke as in the
said Blondeau's invention." He also says the engines
required are great and heavy ones, being between one
and two thousand pounds in weight, occupying great
room, and requiring several men to work them.

It may be inferred, therefore, from these remarks, that
some modification of the virole Irisee method was adopted